Pathophysiology of endothelin and medical emergencies.
Pathophysiology of endothelin-1, a vasoconstrictor and a mitogenic peptide, has been extensively investigated in recent years. The authors have examined the main clinical and experimental evidence regarding the involvement of this peptide in some medical emergencies, namely myocardial infarction, stroke and hepato-renal syndrome. Literature data suggest an emerging pathophysiological role for endothelin in such clinical conditions.